




















With the opening of St Joseph’s School, we were now able to use our own
school hall on Sundays; on 18th January, Mass was said for the last time in
Faifley School. We record here our debt of gratitude to the Education
Committee for the use of this school and to all concerned especially the
headmaster and the janitor, for their continual help and kindness.

The oratory took 6 months to build. During construction, men of the parish
took turns as watchmen at night, and when spring came men also gave their
free time to lay out the grounds.

The Solemn opening took place on Sunday 14th June. Mainly because of the
size of the oratory, it was an all male occasion: the parochial committee. Pass-
keepers, men collectors, the men who drove the priest to Mass on Sundays,
the watchmen and workmen on the grounds and a male voice choir. At the
evening Mass, with 20 guest priests present, Father Hogan preached an
inspiring sermon in which he congratulated the people of the parish in
having their own hallowed ground, a house of God, and the abiding
presence of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. After Mass there was a
procession of the Blessed Sacrament to the oratory where Canon McGoldrick
of Our Holy Redeemer’s gave Benediction.

For the first time St. Joseph’s was a self contained parish, able to have its
own daily Mass, Devotions, Confessions, Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals and
all other ceremonies. The spiritual life of the parish, without which all
activity is fruitless, was now assured.
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