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Work in St. Mary’s Church

Major work will start to the Church in June
and will last for most of the month. The total
cost of the work will be approximately
£40,000. Currently there is in the region of
£34,000 in the Building Fund Account. Once
the external work has been completed and
there is no further internal damage, the
building will need to be painted. An initial
budgeting quote would suggest this will be
in the region of £15,000. The contractor will
visit the property on Wednesday to carry
out a health and safety inspection prior to
the commencement of the project.
Donations to the Building Fund will be
greatly received.

those who have died recently: Rena Grannell

and on the anniversaries of: Archie Duffy;
Elsie McGregor Friel; Lawrence & Thomas Friel;
Alex & Nula Boden; Arthur Mackay; Patricia Betka;
Vena McHale; Jack Hassan; Bill Nelis; Patrick Mawn;
Hugh Gallacher
Please email any names
that you wish to be added to the bulletin

St Mary’s 5pm Vigil
St Joseph’s 4pm Vigil

Livestreamed:

10am
Noon

Weekday Mass in Saint Mary’s
Monday - Friday
Livestreamed: 9.30am
Church open for Mass (No booking required) 50 max: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuK9mvdWnQ2-Hs0f3CI3bA/videos
1st Reading
2nd Reading
Gospel Reading

Acts of the Apostles 9.26-31
1 John 3.18-24
John 15.1-8

Plan ahead: Make Mass Make Sense
Next Sunday: 5th Sunday of Easter

B

Acts 10.25-26,34-35,44-48
2 Reading
1 John 4.7-10
Gospel Reading John 15.9-17
1st Reading
nd

The Bottom Line

May Devotions

There are no Gift Aid envelopes this year
Thank you for your generosity:
St Mary
1st
March
2nd*
March

Gift Aid Collection Donation
£10

£0

£0
£360

Banked

£500

£860
£0

£629
Banked

Tuesday 11 May at 7pm led by Deacon John.
No booking necessary. Rosary, Benediction
and pre-recorded music from Jim McGinlay

Total
£280

Banked

St Joseph
March

£270

th

£629
£0

To support us and reduce cash handling by our
volunteers, you can pay through your bank to:

Royal Bank of Scotland Sort Code: 831710
St Mary’s Parish Account
00253583
St Mary’s Building Account 00254571
St Joseph’s Parish Account 00253591

Justice and Peace Scotland
“Do not strip the vines bare in your vineyard
or gather the fallen grapes. Leave the fallen
fruit and some grapes on the vine for the poor
and strangers living among you; for I am the
Eternal One your God.” Leviticus 19:10
Pope Francis said on twitter
The Christian Journey begins from the grace of
receiving, mercy. If we trust in our abilities, in
the efficiency of our structures and projects,
we will not go far. Only if we accept the love of
God, we will be able to offer something new to
the world.

If you can help with Gift Aid, we’ll take care of that,
though we might just need to give you one call.
Of course, if you do home banking,
that works just as well… and more comfortably

Donations

Thanks to all those put donations through
the door of the presbytery. It would be a
great help if you could put on the
envelope what the donation is for.
Parish overheads continue
even during a period such as this.

All the time stuff
St Vincent de Paul Contact 07432 879831
Bulletin notices & names to arrive by Thursday
St. Mary’s 2nd Collection: Building Fund
Parish Priest
Rev. Paul Milarvie
Permanent Deacon
Rev. John Fletcher
 01389 873280
 Chapel Road, Duntocher, G81 6DL
 stmary.duntocher@rcag.org.uk
 stjoseph.faifley@rcag.org.uk
 https://www.stmarysandstjosephs.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-DuntocherStJosephs-Faifley-2261895600727946/posts/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuK9mvdWnQ2-Hs0f3CI3bA/videos
SORRY, BUT NOT FOR A WHILE
Children’s Liturgy

Clubs

Hall activities and catering
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Reflection for 5th Sunday of Easter B, 2nd May 2021

As a bright summer morning dawns on Friday morning on what appeared to be a good
day, it was sadly balanced by two tragic early morning news stories from different parts of
the world. The first of the continued rise in deaths and infections due to Covid-19 in India;
the second was of those who were killed at the religious festival in Israel. We are often stuck
for words, as we come to terms with these situations, which often leave us feeling lost and
empty. There is often an inadequacy in our human language. We fail to express how we
honestly feel in these situations as we face up to the reality of their stories Their memory
often stays with us more often than we are prepared to admit. At different times in our lives,
we remember these events with a certain poignancy, possibly at Christmas or other family
celebrations or events as we recall those who are no longer able to be here to tell their
story.
The season of Easter is also about telling a story. It is easy to forget to tell the story that
binds us together as a people of faith. The story of the Easter Faith brings us together as
people of faith. As fellow pilgrims, we hope to encourage each other on our pathway to
God. We need to be able to pull together now, in the light of the pandemic, regardless of
whether we are a parish or a diocese. As they say, there is strength in numbers. The
pandemic has altered the lens in which we see the horizon of faith. We all know that. For
some, it has been difficult but for others it has presented new challenges and opportunities.
Their quest for faith, which has unexpectedly opened for them new avenues to explore the
gift of faith in their life in the post-pandemic Church. These words, perhaps now quite
prophetic, from the late Irish Jesuit and writer Michael Paul Gallagher may help us deepen
our roots of faith. It may also be the opportunity for us to open our eyes to new horizons of
faith which may equip us for the challenges that we will have to face in the weeks and
months ahead.
“Arriving at faith can depend on the outcome of this essential conflict between pride
and poverty. Pride here is quite different from vanity. Pride means a closed system with no
needs. Vanity, as shown in attention-seeking, is rooted rather in insecurity. Pride can be
cultural as well as personal because our world avoids powerlessness in all its forms.
Poverty, as used here, is obviously not economic. Like pride it is a radical disposition; it
means a self-knowing that admits the humbling truth but without groveling. It is a spiritual
attitude which becomes a source of hunger and of thankful trust as in the Magnificat: “The
hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty away.” (Luke 1:53)
It is right here- in the battle zone of pride and poverty – that the Jesus of the Gospels
fights for our full freedom and remains always dissatisfied with half-freedom. Initially he
invites people to healing, acceptance, trust; but sooner or later comes the tougher truth, the
challenge to any easy complacencies. There is the Jesus of “Come to me all you who labour
and are overburdened, and I will give you rest.’ (Matthew 11:28) There is also the Jesus of
‘unless a what grain falls on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain.’ (John 10:24)
We want love without dying. We want to find life without losing it. We would prefer
happiness minus the Beatitudes, good news minus grit. Most of all we want the illusion of not
being down-and-out, and so we miss the truth that sets us free – that we can meet God most
in our down-and-out-ness.
To see only a serene and peace-giving Jesus is to miss the conflict in the gospel story; it
is to suppress the strand that culminates in his murder. Bur conflict was there from the outset,
even in the Annunciation. Thousands of paintings have portrayed that scene as bathed in
golden light; they seldom capture what is so strongly expressed in the text, that at first Mary
was ‘deeply disturbed’ by the angel’s message, and that it was a long road of anxious
questioning before her surrender of ‘let what you have said be done to me.’ (Luke 1:38)”
Michael Paul Gallagher, s.j., “Free to believe: Ten steps to faith,” pages 119/120.

