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This week the Church celebrates
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday

Conversion of St Paul
Sts Timothy & Titus
Saint Thomas Aquinas

Churches are currently closed
St Mary’s 5pm Vigil & 10am Live-streamed
St Joseph’s No Mass
Weekday Mass in Saint Mary’s
Monday - Friday: 9.30am
Live-streamed only:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuK9mvdWnQ2-Hs0f3CI3bA/videos

Jonah 3.1-5,10
2 Reading 1 Corinthians 7.29-31
Gospel Reading Mark 1.14-20
1st Reading
nd

Plan ahead: make Mass make sense
Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Year

Pope Francis said on twitter
During this time of serious hardships, this
#prayer is even more necessary so that unity
might prevail over conflicts. Our good
example is fundamental: it is essential that
Christians pursue the path towards full
visible unity.

B

Deuteronomy 18.15-20
2 Reading 1 Corinthians 7.32-35
Gospel Reading Mark 1.21-28
st

1 Reading
nd

An Evening of Reflection
led by Fr. Paul, will be live-streamed at
6.30pm this Monday ‘How can we live our
ordinary faith in these extraordinary times?’

All the time stuff

those who have died recently: Ethel Munro;
Anne Marie Montgomery

and on the anniversaries of: Mary Cassidy;
Alison Lynn; Harry Carey; Sarah McPeake;
Marlene Swan; Jim Whitelaw; John Cleary
Please email any names
that you wish to be added to the bulletin

Funeral
Anne Marie Montgomery RIP

Saturday

 Gift Aid paid into bank
St Vincent de Paul Contact 07432 879831
Bulletin notices & names to arrive by Thursday
2nd Collection: St. Mary’s for the Building Fund
Parish Priest
Rev. Paul Milarvie
Permanent Deacon
Rev. John Fletcher
 01389 873280
 Chapel Road, Duntocher, G81 6DL
 stmary.duntocher@rcag.org.uk
 stjoseph.faifley@rcag.org.uk
 https://www.stmarysandstjosephs.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-DuntocherStJosephs-Faifley-2261895600727946/posts/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuK9mvdWnQ2-Hs0f3CI3bA/videos
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Reflection for Sunday 3B, 24th January 2021
The Sunday of the Word of God, which was instituted by Pope Francis is to be celebrated each year on
the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time. It is an opportunity to remind the Church of the importance of the Word of
God in the life of the Church. Let us reflect on part of the document, “Aperuit Illis” which is the apostolic letter
that Pope Francis wrote to commemorate this Sunday.
“Before encountering his disciples, gathered behind closed doors, and opening their minds to the
understanding of the Scriptures (cf. Lk 24:44-45), the risen Lord appeared to two of them on the road to
Emmaus from Jerusalem (cf. Lk 24:13-35). Saint Luke’s account notes that this happened on the very day of his
resurrection, a Sunday. The two disciples were discussing the recent events concerning Jesus’ passion and
death. Their journey was marked by sorrow and disappointment at his tragic death. They had hoped that he
would be the Messiah who would set them free, but they found themselves instead confronted with the scandal
of the cross. The risen Lord himself gently draws near and walks with them, yet they do not recognize him (cf.
v. 16). Along the way, he questions them, and, seeing that they have not grasped the meaning of his passion
and death, he exclaims: “O foolish men, and slow of heart” (v. 25). Then, “beginning with Moses and all the
prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the Scriptures” (v.27). Christ is the first
exegete! (the first to rise from the dead) Not only did the Old Testament foretell what he would accomplish, but
he himself wished to be faithful to its words, in order to make manifest the one history of salvation whose
fulfilment is found in Christ.
The Bible, as sacred Scripture, thus speaks of Christ and proclaims him as the one who had to endure
suffering and then enter into his glory (cf. v. 26). Not simply a part, but the whole of Scripture speaks of Christ.
Apart from the Scriptures, his death and resurrection cannot be rightly understood. That is why one of the most
ancient confessions of faith stressed that “Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to
Cephas” (1Cor15:3-5). Since the Scriptures everywhere speak of Christ, they enable us to believe that his
death and resurrection are not myth but history and are central to the faith of his disciples.
A profound bond links sacred Scripture and the faith of believers. Since faith comes from hearing, and
what is heard is based on the word of Christ (cf. Rom 10:17), believers are bound to listen attentively to the
word of the Lord, both in the celebration of the liturgy and in their personal prayer and reflection.
The journey that the Risen Lord makes with the disciples of Emmaus ended with a meal. The mysterious
wayfarer accepts their insistent request: “Stay with us, for it is almost evening and the day is now far
spent” (Lk 24:29). They sit down at table, and Jesus takes the bread, blesses it, breaks it and offers it to them. At
that moment, their eyes are opened, and they recognize him (cf. v. 31).
This scene clearly demonstrates the unbreakable bond between sacred Scripture and the Eucharist. As
the Second Vatican Council teaches, “the Church has always venerated the divine Scriptures as she has
venerated the Lord’s body, in that she never ceases, above all in the sacred liturgy, to partake of the bread of
life and to offer it to the faithful from the one table of the word of God and the body of Christ” (Dei Verbum, 21).
Regular reading of sacred Scripture and the celebration of the Eucharist make it possible for us to see
ourselves as part of one another. As Christians, we are a single people, making our pilgrim way through
history, sustained by the Lord, present in our midst, who speaks to us and nourishes us. A day devoted to the
Bible should not be seen as a yearly event but rather a year-long event, for we urgently need to grow in our
knowledge and love of the Scriptures and of the risen Lord, who continues to speak his word and to break
bread in the community of believers. For this reason, we need to develop a closer relationship with sacred
Scripture; otherwise, our hearts will remain cold and our eyes shut, struck as we are by so many forms of
blindness.
Sacred Scripture and the sacraments are thus inseparable. When the sacraments are introduced and
illumined by God’s word, they become ever more clearly the goal of a process whereby Christ opens our
minds and hearts to acknowledge his saving work. We should always keep in mind the teaching found in the
Book of Revelation: the Lord is standing at the door and knocking. If anyone should hear his voice and open for
him, he will come in and eat with them (cf. 3:20). Christ Jesus is knocking at our door in the words of sacred
Scripture. If we hear his voice and open the doors of our minds and hearts, then he will enter our lives and
remain ever with us.”
Pope Francis, “Aperuit Illis”, Apostolic letter of 30 November 2019, paragraphs 6-8 [Instituting the Sunday of
the Word of God]

